
DocketsManagementBranch(HFA-305),Foodand DrugAdministration
‘J[)8 4 ●99 NW 13 PI :375630 FishersLane,Room1061 Rockville,Maryfand20852

Re: DooketNo.98N-1038,Irradiationin the Production,Processing,and Handlingof Food

To whomit mayconcern:

i stromgiysupportthe recommendationby the Centerfor Sciencein the Public interestregardinglabeling
of irradiatedfoods:
“anyfoods,or any foodscontainingingredientsthat havebeentreated by irradiation,shouidbe Iabeied
witha writtenstatementon the principaidisplaypanei indiiting suchtreatment. The statementshouid
be easyto readandplacedin cfoseproximityto the nameof the food and accompaniedby the
internationalsymbol. if the food is unpackaged,this informationshouidbe cfeariydispiayedon a poster
in plainview andadjacentto wherethe productis displayedfor saie.”

Likeother iabek, irradiationIabeisare requiredby the FDAto be truthfuiand not misleading. I believe
that the terms“treatedwith radiation”or “treatedby irradiation”shoufdbe retained. Any phrase invoMng
the word“pasteurization”is misleadingbecause pasteurizationIsan entireiydifferentprocessof rapid
heatingand cooling.

I recognizethe raduraas Inforrnatlonregardinga materialfact of food processing.The requirementfor
irradiationdisclosure(bothId@ and radura)shouidnotexpireat anytime in the future. The materiai fact
of processingremains. Evenif someconsumersbecomefamiliarwith the radura,newconsumers(e.g.,
youngpeopfe,immigrants)wili not be. Thesymbolshoufdbe cieariyunderstandableat the pointof
purchase for everyone. if there k no Wet, consumerswiii be misiedinto betievingthe food has not been
irradiated,whichi beiievewouidconstitutegrossnegligenceon the partof the FDA.

i urgeyouto extendthe commentperlld past its currentenddateof May 18to ailowmoreconcerned
citizensthe timeto write in aboutthis ksue. Also,pleasepfacethe commentsrecehmdon the Internetso
that the publiccan be informedaboutwho Isparticipathq in this comment process.

Sincereiy,

&M

10908SiaughterCreekDrive,Austin,TX, 78748 512-282-9922
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